
SHERWOOD PARK ALLIANCE CHURCH SOCIETY 

Annual General Meeting 
December 8, 2019 

Minutes 

135 members and attendants present 

 

12:30 pm  Business Meeting – South Gym    Busin131ess Meeting - South Gym. 

1. Call to Order – Ken called the meeting to order at 12:30 

 

2. Trent Forsberg opened the meeting in prayer. 

 

3. Acknowledge new members – Ken acknowledged the new members and asked those present 
to stand and be welcomed. 

 

4. Approval of the Agenda  

MOTION: Moved by Roger Higgs, Seconded by Steve Carrol that the agenda be 
approved.  Approved   

 

5. Approve minutes of Congregational Meeting – June 23, 2019 

MOTION - Moved by Tom Hollinshead, Seconded by Karen Beaudet that the minutes 
of the June 23, 2019 congregational meeting be approved.  Approved 

 

6. Ministry Reports 

Hospitality – Greg Ramsden provided a verbal report on how we as a church are working on 
being a hospitable, welcoming place where you can belong before you believe.  It involves 
us…from the parking experience; were people greeted at the door, was coffee available, were 
children welcomed and did the sign-in process going well?  Are the barriers and walls to 
participation removed before they hear the first part of our worship services? Connecting 
people with people, people with ministry, and people with Jesus  

Transformation/Missional – Wayne shared a story of a person who started attending our 
church, at first very timidly and then attending School of Discipleship and most recently she 



attended the Detour to Thailand and is currently exploring whether God is calling her to 
ministry. 

Operations – Karen Beaudet provided an update on our operations.  Operations exist to 
facilitate our ministries.  These include financial operations, regulatory requirements, and 
facilities to serve our ministries and large events such as funerals for our community.  We are 
currently doing more with risk management – training, event coordination, and organizational 
risk management so that we can make wise decisions and do ministry well.  Things top of 
mind include sustainability, from a personnel, facility, and ministry preparation. Also 
discussion on how we manage and facilitate Detour trips to places like Belize and Thailand.  
We want to ensure our resources are used well to serve God in a manner that our frontline 
ministries flourish, in our region and around the world.   

 

7. Approval of Audited Statements 

Jim Thiessen presented an overview of our audited financial statement.  He also provided an 
overview of the different financial statements for SCA Society and Property Company for 
information.  He then provided a couple of comments on the SPAC Society budget.  We were 
able to keep expenses to monies received. 

 

MOTION – Moved by Jim Thiessen, seconded by  Jonathan Hay that: We approve the 
audited 2019 Financial Statement as presented.   

Question by Al Everett.  The Compassion fund was supposed to be drawn down and 
yet it seems it has increased.  Wayne responded – expected partnership with the 
County (Bridging the gap)has not required as many funds from us as other churches 
have partnered.  We continue to look at how we can have a bigger impact.   

Approved  - carried unanimously 

8. Auditor appointment 

MOTION – Moved by Jim Thiessen, Seconded by  Gary Grycan that: We approve retaining the 
current auditor, W.J. (Bill) Lineker, C.A., Professional Corporation for the Sherwood Park Alliance 
Church Society for the 2020 fiscal year.  Approved – carried unanimously 

9. Nominating Committee Report/Approval of Elders  
Ken introduced each of the Elders and thanked Henry Korthuis and Herb Knierim for their 
service on the Board. 

  

Brenda Barker presented the report of the Nominating Committee.   

a. MOTION – Moved by Janet Vader, seconded by Gary Grycan that: We approve the 
report of the nominating committee including the new nominating committee members 



b. Vote by Ballot for Board of Elders 

A vote by ballot for the nominated Elders was undertaken by ballot.  Ballots were 
counted by our scrutineers and Ken reported that all 3 nominees - Grace Alberts, Val 
Tower and Trent Forsberg were elected.   

MOTION – Moved by Barry Novack , Seconded by  Henry Korthuis that the 
ballots be destroyed.  Approved 
 

10. Other Business 

a. Changes to Canadian Ministry Fund 

Wayne introduced a change to the offering envelope as Canadian Ministries will be 
renamed New Venture.  These will be used to support local ministries either through 
the church or through the District.  At General Assembly 2018 it was determined that 
the Canadian Ministries would be eliminated at the end of this year.  The Western 
Canadian District determined at its District Conference this year that we would create 
a new designation– New Ventures.  The District will provide a set amount to Ambrose 
as this will replace funds that came from the previous Canadian Ministry fund.    

 

There was a discussion with questions, answers and suggestions from many dealing 
with how this would impact District operation funding; how Canadian ministries will 
be affected and now funded; a need to do a broader communications with the 
congregation on this topic but also on how the different designations address things 
like missions and facility maintencance; a discussion occurred on how this new 
designation will be used to assist new ministries; 

 

The following suggestions and questions were asked and discussed. Question:  Don 
Quark - previously the Canadian Ministries provided funds for ministry and for district 
operations. Wayne advised that operations of the district are funded through a 
percentage of general ministries.  

Charlie Teeuswen – how will online giving to Canadian ministries be affected?   

Al – we should communicate this with our broader congregation. 

Glenn Buckmaster – suggested that we do a broader communication on all our funds 
and what is funded from each designation. 

Brenda Quark stated that she was not sure how the change will impact the District 
funding new ministries.  Wayne advised that if we are not using funds locally it will be 
going to the District for the purposes of expansion of the gospel. 

Al E. sought greater clarity on what the designation under missions on the envelope 
will be used.  Wayne provided greater clarity.   

Question - Where do funds for maintenance come from?  Wayne explained the 
different funds used to do maintenance and renovations of our facilities. 



 

11. Church Update – Greg Hochhalter 

Greg provided a verbal report. He shared some of the items that are being discussed – 
our church is built is based upon an attendance model that is location specific.  We 
assess the health of our church based upon the numbers in the seats each weekend.  
Society is shifting – we currently have 200 to 300 connections (represents more 
people) streaming the weekend services.  We have youth ministry videos now reaching 
far beyond our walls. 

 

The price of doing the same old things is more costly than doing things differently.  If 
we are going to be more impactful in our community and region we will need to do 
things differently.  These will require jolts or step changes (not gradual).   

 

He asked for prayer – we have been approached by the District and asked if we would 
be willing to take the Millbourne Alliance property and establish ministry there.  One 
option would be an international church.  We are seeking God’s direction and ask the 
congregation to pray with us. 

 

He also discussed the fact that our leadership is aging.  How will we turn the next 
generation of leadership over to those who are younger?  Greg anticipates that by this 
time next year our leadership group will include some of those who are younger. 

 

Greg expressed his gratitude for our church. 

12. Close of Business Meeting 

 

MOTION Moved by Branden Seutter, Seconded by Rudy Froese to adjourn the meeting. 

  



Questions, answers and prayer.  

 

Following the business meeting there was an invitation to ask questions.  The 
following is what was captured from that session. 

 

Verna-Rae Grycan – One Leadership Conferences are being hosted in January and she 
wanted to know if any of our staff  are involved?  How much staff involvement will 
there be?  

Karen advised that we are hosting at the request of the ONE Conferences.  The 
speakers are part of the Global Leadership and staff will be attending.  There will be 
one staff member hosting and other staff may be attending.  

There is an early bird rate.   

 

Glenn Buckmaster – has a concern with the placing of the cones placement in four 
parking lot as they limit traffic turning left or crossing from Sobey’s.  Ken Marshman 
asked that the facilities staff take a look at this. 

 

Glenn noted that when he first started to attend there were scriptures everywhere in 
our building’s atrium … he is wondering why they are no longer visible.  Ken 
Marshman also noted the visibility of God’s Word and thanked Glenn for the comment 
and advised we would take his suggestion away for further discussion.   The Word of 
God is important to us! 

 

Henry Shellenberg – why has the library been closed to the church?   Wayne advised 
that it is because of definition of shared space with EIPS through our lease. We are 
currently working with EIPS to seek clarification.  Henry noted that the note on the 
library door is signed by the SPAC TEAM – Wayne will investigate further. 

 

Ken closed in prayer.  

 

 


